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From childhood telephones made with cans and string to the more 
formal sound tube arrangements found at many playgrounds, the 
phenomenon of speaking over distance through a manual device is 
a common game.

Dialogue is an installation takes the basic element of a sound tube 
and multiplies and stretches them to form a ring over the heads of 
pedestrians in the Eastman Reading Garden. Pipes dip down to the 
ground for structural support and come back to head-height so they 
can be used to speak to or listen to someone not in one’s immediate 
surrounding within the garden.

Unlike more typical sound tubes, these tubes are not color-coded 
such that one could easily trace the beginning and end of the pipe 
but they are rather more entangled, less obvious and less direct. 
This offers a degree of anonymity and has the potential to spark 
a conversation between two people in the garden that might not 
have otherwise occurred. Speaking with parrhesia, without holding 
back and without concealing anything, potentially allows for an 
uncommon frankness and an honesty.

The conversations spurred by the metal pipes will necessarily 
range in length and seriousness, but would all be tied by the idea 
of connecting two individuals through a shared physical and social 
infrastructure.



50’ diameter

Small enough that it is a confined area, 
large enough that users have some dis-
tance between themselves and whoever 
they are speaking to.



There is an element of surprise 
figuring out which pipes are 
paired together.









Location

Artist team is placing installation in space that intersects both tree planting 
area and open space so installation feels more rooted in the space.



Location
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Pipes running horizontally along top of sculpture to be Color A 
(TBD, here shown as orange)

Each pipe begins and ends vertically with a horn at the start 
and finish

The idea is for the horn at the start of each pipe to be different 
from the horn at the end (Colors B and C -- TBD, here shown 
as pink and red)

The color of the horn (B or C) should be faded in to Color A

Color



Color





Scale





157 FEET 1 INCH UNROLLED (EVERYTHING ROLLED TO A 25 
FOOT RADIUS)

1885
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Ø2.3750

Ø1.8700

Ø2.0000 Ø2.0670

2" SCH 40 OD & ID

2" Tube x .065" Wall OD & ID

Section View of Outer Tube and Inner Sleeve Connection Point

Set Screw To Fasten the Joint.
All fastening will be on the inside
of the 50' Diameter Rings
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